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INTRODUCTION 
 

Jericho Little League Baseball Association (“Jericho”) operates a baseball league for children 
between the ages of 3 to 12 on the westside of Vancouver.  Jericho has been chartered by Little 
League Baseball since 1999 and together with Dunbar Little League, Kerrisdale Little League and 
Little Mountain Baseball constitute District 1 of Little League BC. 
 
Jericho’s territory cover all of Kitsilano, Point Grey, UBC and other parts of Vancouver.  A map 
of our territory is below: 
 

 
 
 
Our home field is Carnarvon Park on West 16th Avenue where we have two playing fields, a club 
house, concession stand, a bullpen training facility and a batting cage.  Jericho also uses Trimble 
Park on West 8th Avenue where we use 3 playing fields, Jericho Park on North West Marine 
Drive where we have 1 playing field and Noble Park on Wesbrook Mall. 
 
For the 2020 season, Jericho had close to 500 registered players in 7 divisions.  Prior to our 
season being suspended, we had over 100 players in winter training programs for varying age 
groups. 
 
The typical baseball season starts with team formation in March and commencement of 
practice in early April.  Games start after Easter with playoffs staring beginning of June and 
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concluding on Championship Day in mid-June.  Those players selected are able to continue 
playing through mid-July or longer. 
 
Depending on the age group, our principle program consists of one or two practices each week 
for skill development with one or two games each week.  However, we believe our program is 
more than just bats and balls.  We try to instill in our players the Little League mission of 
developing character, courage and loyalty and teaches children the rewards of team work, a 
respect for authority and the self-discipline that will enable the youths of today to become the 
leaders of tomorrow. 
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TIMELINE 
 
 

• December 2020 – registration opens 
 

• January 2020 – winter training program starts 
 

• February 2020 – registration closes and skills assessment conducted for 8-12 year old 
players 
 

• Early March 2020 – teams formed for various divisions 
 

• Mid March 2020 – season suspended in accordance with Provincial Health Officer 
orders, Vancouver Parks Board rules and Little League Baseball directive 
 

• Mid April 2020 – season suspension continued and District 1 working group formed to 
follow developments and explore a possible return to play 
 

• May 4, 2020 – Dr. Bonnie Henry states that “we can do Little League baseball, for 
example, but it will look different this summer” 
 

• May 21, 2020 – SPRING season cancelled  
 

• May 28, 2020 – ViaSport British Columbia publishes its “Return to Sport Guidelines for 
BC” 
 

• May 29, 2020 – Jericho forms working committee to prepare this Plan 
 

• June 6, 2020 – Baseball BC publishes its sport specific “Return to Sport Guidelines for 
BC” and lifts suspension on Baseball activity  
 

• July 2020 – Return to Play Scheduled, subject to Phase 2 requirements 
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JERICHO’S RETURN TO PLAY PLAN 
 

We have carefully reviewed ViaSport’s and Baseball BC guidelines and thought through how 
little league baseball activities can occur in a safe and fun approach.  For the Summer of 2020 
season this will be in accordance with Phase 2 below. 
 
Our Plan is designed to provide: 
 

1. measures to keep people safe to avoid further outbreaks (see Appendix A - Illness Policy) 
 

2. processes for opening and operating safely (see Appendix B – First Aid Plan) 
 

3. a plan in the event that a case or outbreak should occur (see Appendix C – Outbreak 
Plan) 

 
and is consistent with and follows the 5 principles as directed by the Provincial Health Officer, 
government and ViaSports as follows: 
 

 
Baseball BC RTP Summary 

 
 Phase 1 

(prior to June 7) 
Phase 2 

(June 7 to Sept) 
Phase 3 

(TBA) 
Phase 4 

(TBA) 

Restrictions No community 
programming 

Maintain Social 
Distance (2M) 
No non-essential 
travel 
No group 
gatherings over 
50 ppl 

Refer to PHO & 
local health 
Authorities 

Refer to PHO & 
local health 
Authorities 
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Participants No community 
programming 

Small groups only 
(10 athletes and 2 
coaches) 
No or limited 
spectators 

Group sizes may 
increase 

Large Groups 
Allowed 

Equipment No community 
programming 

No shared 
personal 
equipment 
Disinfect any 
team equipment 
before, during 
and after use 

Minimal shared 
equipment 
Disinfect any 
team equipment 
before, during 
and after use 

Some shared 
equipment 
Enhanced 
cleaning protocols 
in place 

Activity / 
Competition  

No community 
programming 

Small group 
training only to 
start 
Moving to full 
team practices 
(TBA) 
In club play or 
modified game 
play may slowly 
be introduced. 
(TBA) 

Interclub or 
Regional game 
play may be 
considered. (TBA) 

Provincial 
Competitions and 
larger scale 
events may return 
(TBA) 

 
Processes for Re-Opening Safely 
 

• Our registration and payment is already online so that will not change.   
 

• We will also reduce our programs and limit them initially to 10 participant’s at a time.  
We believe by reducing the number of players, we will reduce the risk of transmission.   
 

• Jericho volunteers will carry out sanitizing all equipment hooks, a soap wash of the 
benches, equipment bins and any other areas identified to be a high touch area. 

 

• All players, families, coaches and other volunteers will be provided with a copy of this 
safety plan, and be required to sign risk waivers and the participant agreement (as 
contained in ViaSport guidelines). 
 

• We have reviewed and updated our current waivers and releases and will obtain 
consent from players and their families to disclose their personal information in the 
event of an outbreak to facilitate contact tracing. 
 

• A play safe committee has been formed to monitor and update our Return to Play 
Guidelines.  The committee will communicate to all coaches and volunteers on how to 
comply with the Plan.  
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• All of the foregoing will be posted on our website homepage so they are easily 
accessible. 

 

Reducing Risk of Spread or Outbreak 
 

• Anyone displaying ANY illness symptoms MUST NOT attend. 

• Disinfectant wipe down of all surfaces athletes can be exposed before every event. 

• Reminder to all participants daily to avoid touching of eyes, nose or mouth 

• No sharing of water bottles. 

• No sharing of food of any kind. 

• No spitting. 

• No chewing gum or sunflower seeds. 

• No sharing of any personal equipment or items 

• Ride sharing to be discouraged whenever possible. 

• All participants encouraged to disinfect their equipment after each event. 

• All participants encouraged to wash all clothing and selves after each event. 

 
Pre-Season Cleaning 

 
As noted above, Jericho volunteers will conduct a cleaning of the dug outs prior to the season 
starting.  We will sanitize wipe all equipment hooks, access ways including the gates and soap 
wash the players benches.  We will also wipe down all storage bin handles and locks. 
 
In-Season Cleaning 

 
A volunteer safety officer from each team will wipe the equipment hooks and dug out gate 
handles after each practice or game.  The last team to use either CNE or CNW will be 
responsible to wipe the handles on the equipment storage bins. 
 
Safety Communication 
 
Jericho has always had a league safety officer.  Jericho uses TeamSnap, an online team 
management app which contains powerful communication and monitoring tools which will 
facilitate necessary communications of this policy.   
 
Symptom Check and Restrictions on Play 

 
It will be a part of our registration process to confirm that all registrants must answer whether 
they have, during the previous 14 days, experienced any symptoms of Covid-19, travelled out of 
BC or come in contact with anyone with symptoms or travelled out of BC.   If they have, they 
will be places on a priority waiting list pending the 14 days.  Prior to the commencement of 
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each practice or game, the safety manager will remind players and families not to come if they 
are experiencing symptoms, have travelled out of province or come in contact with anyone 
with symptoms or travelled out of province. 
 
Outdoor Play 
 
All games and practices will be outdoors.  All indoor training programs will be suspended 
pending further directives from health authorities. 
 
Frequent Hand Sanitizing 
 
As a part of our detailed arrival procedure, all players and on field coaches and volunteers will 
be required to use hand sanitizer prior to entering the field of play.  We have also developed 
hand sanitizing procedures during the game as detailed in our Modifications to Playing Rules 
below. 
 
Equipment Sharing 
 
There will be no equipment sharing.    All participants need to bring their own water bottles and 
snacks to the park. There will be no sharing of beverages and snacks. 
 
Limiting Spectators 
 
Physical distancing throughout the park is strongly encouraged, and is incorporated throughout 
our summer development program.  Our development sessions will be smaller groups 
(maximum capacity for practice pods is 10 participants, with two coaches), with no large 
gatherings of more than 50 people taking place.  If Baseball BC permits will move to modified 
games in Phase 2. Limited and mindful attendance is encouraged at each event – i.e. one parent 
per practicing participant, spacing adequately around the diamond etc. We have adopted 
procedures to limit spectators and keep the total number of people at any practice or event 
under 50. 
 
Contact Tracing Information 
 
All players and families will be required to consent to the disclosure to all relevant authorities 
of their information if there is any cases of Covid-19 including for contact tracing purposes. 
 
Masks 
 
Due to the outdoor nature of the sport we will not require masks.  However, any player, coach 
or parent wishing to play with a mask will be permitted to do so. 
 
Signage  
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There will be signage at the park, reminding people of distancing recommendations, frequent 
hand-washing and the guiding principles listed above. 
 
Other 
 
We do not have plans to conduct temperature checks before practices as it is limited to one 
team and will rely on self-reporting and isolation by players and families.  However, coaches or 
safety manager will be required to ensure all players, coaches and volunteers hand sanitize 
prior to activities. 
 

Arrival and Departure Plan  
 
Practice and game times will me modified to ensure the preceding team being required to leave 
immediately after the practice except for the volunteer wiping equipment hooks and gate 
handles. 
 
The next team will not be permitted to enter the field until 5 minutes before their scheduled 
practice times and will be asked to wait in their cars or another part of Carnarvon. 
 
Please note our players have always come dressed ready to play for practices and games so 
there is no issues with change rooms or needing time to change. 
 

Modification to Facilities 
 
No Concession 
 
We will not operate the concession.  The kitchen area is not big enough to ensure social 
distancing and not having a concession will encourage and facilitate people leaving Carnarvon 
after practices and events. 
 
Club House 
 
The club house will remain used as a storage with restricted access to coaches for retrieving 
needed playing equipment.   All league meetings are already held via online platforms and will 
continue to be.   The club house will be closed to umpires as a change room and lounge.  
Umpires will be expected to arrive dressed and abide by the arrival and departure timelines 
above. 
 
Dugout 
 
No dugouts will not be used during Phase 2. A “do not enter sign” will be posted on such dug-
outs.  Athletes must be set up outside of the dugout with 2m physical distancing requirements 
adhered to. 
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Spectator Area 
 
We will encourage limited spectators and for each to bring their own lawn chairs and spread 
out around the playing field. 
 

Summer Season Focus 
 
Our Summer Season is focused on drills, skill development and fun, and will operate under 
enhanced protocols including:  
 

• Allowing for participants to maintain physical distancing with no handshaking, high fives, 
hugging, etc.  

• Looking to reduce touch points with respect to equipment.  

• Focusing on skill development or low risk activities.  

• Remaining community focused, only taking place within the park boundaries (unless 
more restrictions are lifted)  

• Following the guidelines underlined by Baseball BC and viaSport (both documents are 
posted on our website)  

• Evolving the season in accordance with changing recommendations, including modified 
games.  Any specific rules for games will be communicated.   
 

Army of Volunteers 

 
None of this will work without an army of volunteers.  All registrant families will be required to 
play a role to ensure our plan works and everyone is safe. 
 
In the past, each team typically had 3 coaches and a team manager.  We will now request a 
safety manager for each team. 
 

Infection/Outbreak Plan 

 
Unfortunately, if there is an infection or an outbreak, all play and practices will be suspended in 
accordance with our Outbreak Policy (Appendix C).  Information regarding the infection will be 
provided to health authorities along with contact information for anyone that may have come 
in contact with the source of the infection. 
 

CONCLUSION AND HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Thank you for reviewing and assessing Jericho Little League Baseball’s Return to Play Plan.  We 
trust you have found it to be consistent with Provincial Health Authority and ViaSport 
guidelines and is intended for a return to little league baseball play in a manner and format that 
reduces the risk of Covid-19 spread or outbreak. 
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To achieve that, we will or have: 
 

• Conducted a careful assessment of our safety procedures, risk management policies, 
playing rules and protocols and our facilities 
 

• Updated and enhanced our risk management practices 
 

• Modify our facilities to reduce contact and promote social distancing  
 

• Adopt procedures to prohibit gatherings of 50 
 

• Implement a sanitizing plan for our facilities, players, coaches and other volunteers 
 

• Modify our playing rules and protocol to minimize contact and provide for more 
frequent cleaning of balls and bats 
 

• Adopt an arrival/departure plan at playing facilities 
 

• Create a training program for our coaches and volunteers to ensure this Plan is followed 
 

• Requiring and increasing volunteerism so the Plan can be executed 
 

• Monitor and update the Plan as needed 
 

• Report any infection or outbreak immediately and provide contact information 
 

Additional Resources  
 
Baseball BC  
 
https://www.baseball.bc.ca/baseball-bc-provincial-supervisor-of-officials-posting  
 
ViaSport Return to Sport Guidelines for BC:  
 
https://www.viasport.ca/sites/default/files/ReturntoSportGuidelines.pdf  
 
BCCDC Covid-19 Resources:  
 
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19  
 
WorkSafeBC:  
 

https://www.baseball.bc.ca/baseball-bc-provincial-supervisor-of-officials-posting
https://www.viasport.ca/sites/default/files/ReturntoSportGuidelines.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19
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https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returningsafe-
operation PAGE 2  
 
Government of Canada COVID-19 Resources:  
 
https://www.canada.ca/en/publichealth/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html  
 

 
If you have any questions regarding our plan, please contact any of the following: 
 
Doug (DA) Anderson, President 
Dean Murray, Vice President 
Michael Jasny, Safety Officer 
  

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returningsafe-operation%20PAGE%202
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returningsafe-operation%20PAGE%202
https://www.canada.ca/en/publichealth/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html
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APPEDIX A - ILLNESS POLICY 

In this policy, “Team member” includes a volunteer, participant or parent/spectator. 

1. Inform an individual in a position of authority (coach, team manager, program coordinator) 

immediately if, you feel any symptoms of COVID-19 such as fever, chills, cough, shortness of 

breath, sore throat and painful swallowing, stuffy or runny nose, loss of sense of smell, 

headache, muscle aches, fatigue and loss of appetite.    

2. Assessment  

a. Team members must review the self-assessment signage located throughout the PARK 

each morning before their practice/activity to attest that they are not feeling any of the 

COVID 19 symptoms.  

b. Managers/coaches will visually monitor team members to assess any early warning 

signs as to the status of their health and to touch base on how they are regarding their 

personal safety throughout the workday/practice/activity.  

c. If Team Members are unsure please have them use the self-assessment tool 

https://bc.thrive.health/covid19/en or through the COVID-19 BC Support App self-

assessment tool.  

3. Symptoms  

If a Team Member is feeling sick with COVID-19 symptoms  

a. They should remain at home and contact Health Link BC at 8-1-1.  

b. If they feel sick and /or are showing symptoms while at work, they should be sent home 

immediately and have them contact 8-1-1 or a doctor for further guidance.  

c. No Team Member may participate in a practice/activity if they are symptomatic.   

4. Positive Test 

If a Team Member tests positive for COVID-19: 

a. The Team Member will not be permitted to return to any activity until they are free of 

the COVID-19 virus.   

b. Any Team Members who were in close proximity or at same activity with the infected 

Team Member will also be removed from all activities for at least 14 days to ensure the 

infection does not spread further.  

c. Close off, clean and disinfect their practice area immediately and any surfaces that could 

have potentially be infected/touched.  

5. Waiting for Test Results 

If a Team Member has been tested and is waiting for the results of a COVID-19 Test  

a. As with the confirmed case, the Team Member must be removed from all activities 
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b. The Public Health Agency of Canada advises that any person who has even mild 

symptoms to stay home and call the public health authority of B.C.  

c. Other Team Members who may have been exposed will be informed and removed from 

the activities  for at least 14 days or until the diagnosis of COVID-19 is ruled out by 

health authorities.  

d. The practice / activity space will be closed off, cleaned, and disinfected immediately and 

any other surfaces that could have potentially been infected/touched.  

6. Contact 

If a Team Member has come in to contact with someone who is confirmed to have COVID-19  

a. Team Members must advise their coach or program coordinator if they reasonably 

believe they have been exposed to COVID-19.   

b. Once the contact is confirmed, the Team Member will be removed from the activity for 

at least 14 days or as otherwise directed by public health authorities. Team Members 

who may have come into close contact with the Team Member will also be removed 

from the workplace for at least 14 days.  

c. The activity area will be closed off, cleaned, and disinfected immediately and any other 

surfaces that could have potentially been infected/touched.  

7. Quarantine or Self-Isolate if:  

a. Any Team Member who has travelled outside of Canada or the province within the last 

14 days is not permitted to enter any part of the facility and must quarantine and self 

isolate.  

b. Any Team Member with any symptoms of COVID-19 is not permitted to enter any part 

of the facility and must quarantine and self-isolate.  

c. Any Team Member from a household with someone showing symptoms of COVID-19 is 

not permitted to enter any part of the facility and must quarantine and self-isolate. 

d. Any Team Member who is in quarantine or self-isolating as a result of contact with an 

infected person or in families who are self-isolating, is not permitted to enter any part of 

the facility.  
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APPENDIX B - FIRST AID PLAN 

In the event that first aid is required to be administered during an activity, all persons attending to the 
injured individual must first put on a mask and gloves.  Jericho Little League will have the masks and 
gloves on site, and all coaches will be equipped with them.  
 
The following is are guides for appropriate response 
 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/ofaa-protocols-covid-
19pandemic?lang=en 
 
https://www.redcross.ca/training-andcertification/first-aid-tips-and-resources/first-aid-tips/first-aid-
protocols-for-an-unresponsive-personduring-covid-19 
  
  

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/ofaa-protocols-covid-19pandemic?lang=en
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/ofaa-protocols-covid-19pandemic?lang=en
https://www.redcross.ca/training-andcertification/first-aid-tips-and-resources/first-aid-tips/first-aid-protocols-for-an-unresponsive-personduring-covid-19
https://www.redcross.ca/training-andcertification/first-aid-tips-and-resources/first-aid-tips/first-aid-protocols-for-an-unresponsive-personduring-covid-19
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APPENDIX C - OUTBREAK PLAN 

Early detection of symptoms will facilitate the immediate implementation of effective control measures. 

In addition, the early detection and immediate implementation of enhanced cleaning measures are two 

of the most important factors in limiting the size and length of an outbreak. An “outbreak” is two or 

more cases; a “case” is a single case of COVID-19.  

1. The board of directors, working with of COVID-19  Safety Committee, will take leadership if a case or 

outbreak is reported. They have the authority to modify, restrict, postpone, or cancel activities.  

2. If staff (including volunteers) or a participant reports they are suspected or confirmed to have COVID-

19 and have been at a Jericho activity, we will implement enhanced cleaning measures to reduce risk of 

transmission.  In addition, we will implement your illness policy and advise individuals to:  

• self-isolate   

• monitor their symptoms daily, report respiratory illness and not to return to activity for at 

least 10 days following the onset of fever, chills, cough, shortness of breath, sore throat and 

painful swallowing, stuffy or runny nose, loss of sense of smell, headache, muscle aches, 

fatigue and loss of appetite.  

• use the COVID-19 self-assessment tool at BC COVID-19 Self-Assessment Tool to help 

determine if further assessment or testing for COVID-19 is needed.  o Individuals can 

contact 8-1-1 if further health advice is required and 9-1-1 if it is an emergency. o Individuals 

can learn more about how to manage their illness here:  

http://www.bccdc.ca/healthinfo/diseases-conditions/covid-19/about-covid-19/if-youare-

sick       

 3. In the event of a suspected case or outbreak of influenza-like-illness, we will immediately report and 

discuss the suspected outbreak with the Medical Health Officer (or delegate) at our local health 

authority. Implement your Illness Policy and your enhanced measures.   

 4. If contacted by a medical health officer in the course of contact tracing, cooperate with local health 

authorities. 

 
 
 

 
 


